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EXHIBIT 8

January , 1940 letter to the Attorney General from Assistant
Secretary of the Interior Chapman
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Ny dear lir. Attorney Ceneral:s - . 7 .-

g, me,

[ e
Thie Uepurtment has received your-iettera-of November 14, 24,
and 30 (Your file WiC~CEF 215566), with further reference to the de-
cree to be entered in the case of the United Stales v, Walker Rivor
Irrigation District et al,., in the United States District Court of
Nevada. The matters dealt with in your several commwnications have
been carefully considered.

In our letter of Hovember 1, the beliefl was expreased that the
orders amd the decree shouvld specificelly rccite the priority of the
United States on behalf of the Indians of the Valker River Ressrva~
tion as being a first priority to the use of water as of lNovember 29,
1859, the date of the establishment of this Indian reservation,

Youwr attention was invited therein to the faet that the decres
refers to and protecbs certain reservoir storage rights of some of
the defendants; that the reservoir rirbts of the United States are not
mentioned; that construction ol the Weber Rescrvoir was commenced in
July, 1933, and tha! in view of the definite provision of Article XIT
ol the proposed amended decree declaring that the decree shall be
deened as deteraining all of the rights of the parties, it becomes
important that the storage rights of 1lie plaintiff with a priority of
July 1, 1933, should not be adversely affected.
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The objections raised by lr. Kearncy, attocnsy representing
certoin of the defendenis in the Wallier River litigation, and the -
sugyestions contained in the communications received by you from your };»
Specisl Assistant, Roy W. Stoddard, have been carcfully considered. 3
If the princinal objection voiced by Hr, Learney is to the use of the .o i
tery "first priority?, it ir sugijested that the matter can be adgustleg ﬁ}AQ?
by anending line 20, paze 10 of the proposed smended decree to rgad: t
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"irrigation season, all with a prisrity of November 30, 1859,
the date of the establishment of the reservation," | ] e ;5:’ L
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‘¢ . Since this is the date that the Valker Kiver Reservation was established
{' A "/as recognized in the decision of 1he Circuit Cowrt of Appealsj it does
‘not appear that any valid objection can be made to the wording as sug-
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With respect lo ihe ewrestion that there be added to line
32, pare 10 of tle deeren, alter the word "rescrvation," certain
langaage, the folloving l1nnuare, surgested in by, Stoddard's Jetter
of November 24 is a urceable to thie Denartment -

", proviau hovwever, that sny chanre in point or points of
diversior sou-dd to be made by the lnited States of Americs
to & point or painte akove the presont lvundaries of the
Valker Mver Indisn rReservation, ehall not be wade except
upon pelition to ihis Cenrt and its approval obtnined after
hearing upon sucli notice as the court may order,”

Such & provision would protect the intcresls of any water user whose
rights are dealt with in this litigations As a proctical matier,
should the United States on behalf of the talker Rivor Indians desire
at some future time to chaize the present point of diversion to a place
above the Loundaries of the present Valkee tiver leservation, it would
not atienot to aet in such u very an to destroy or interfere vwith tha
richts of other water users,

Concermin. the storase ririits orf the Walkev River Recervation,
it may be s:id that the matter is being checked 0 determine vihether
there are anv stora e rights initictou batween June 1, 1933, and Jannary
10, 1936, the date oi the decrec wijch is to b2 amended, If this in-
vestigation showeg that ne rights have besn initiated between thoss dates,
then there would sppear to be no oLijection o 1he elirdnation of any
reference Lo storave rights of the Indims, Should the investiration
shovi othervise, hovever, it weuld scasw thot the provisions of the decree
shovld contain an exconticn, Tlie could b acrouplished by making line
4, page 72, read as follows:

"excent the wndeiermined stosi: s rirkte of the plaintiff ena
the undetarmined storace ri<hts of the VLalker River Trrigation
District, "

You will be furither advised concernin: this phase of the matter
a5 soon as the renort has becn received from the field by the Indian
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i Ncee,

This Departas.t is entirel; iy accord with the ddsire of the
counsal for the defendrnts to hzve the decpos provide for the appoini-
sent of a Water asler under the Jurisdiction of the court, It ig broe
lieved tlat siace the fndian lands ere Lhe last Lo receive water
from the river by resson of their location, their intevests vwill be
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